
FBC Centerton e-Newsletter for January 15, 2017 
 
Before we begin… 

While it is not as colorful and as easy to fold into a paper airplane when you are through with 
it, it is our prayer that this unnamed e-Newsletter will provide you with some of the information 
we missed giving you the past three weeks. We believe we can provide you with up-to-date and 
accurate information about the church's ministries by way of an electronic newsletter without 
having about $10,000 annually of the expenses associated with producing a printed newsletter 
each week.  

You may not remember that inFOCUS began when Barb joined me the Winter of 2004, and 
we produced the first issue. While we have done all we could to hold down the costs of 
producing a professionally designed, color newsletter, our decision for Barb to step down from 
serving part-time on our staff means we must find another way to get the word out about what is 
happening at First Baptist Church. 

We have been printing about 380 newsletters each week. To put that into perspective, a 
check of today’s use of our Facebook page reveals that 731 people are contacted each time we 
put an announcement on the page. 457 people viewed our most recent GAK announcement. In 
addition, some of those who viewed the announcement, shared that announcement with everyone 
viewing their pages on Facebook. This is just one of the four electronic releases we make of most 
of our news. 

Obviously, not all who read inFOCUS use Facebook. However, it does illustrate the fact that 
an electronic newsletter from the first day it is produced, will get the word out to more church 
members about what is going on at our church than has inFOCUS. 

For church members who cannot receive the e-Newsletter electronically, we will print a 
few copies for them to pick up at church Sunday. Some of our shut ins have already discovered 
the convenience of receiving their church news by way of email. If we can help you learn to use 
these new technologies, please let me know. There are a number of people willing to help get 
you acclimated to receiving news through one of our electronic formats. 
 
Yours/His, 
Bob Metcalf 
 
 

What’s in this Issue? 
 
Three Giving Reports: 

* 2016 Giving Outcome 
* January 1 Giving 
* January 8 Giving 

Upward Games Launch January 14 
Return to the Full Wednesday Night Program January 18 
Men's Retreat January 20-21 
We Have Received a Thank You Message from…Taylor Baxley 
****See below for details on each of these items**** 
 
 



Three Giving Reports 
Dr. Bowers reports that God has blessed us financially as our people have been faithful in 
bringing their tithes and offerings since we last published our inFOCUS. A separate financial 
report will be mailed to the church membership by the end of January along with the 
contributions report. In the meantime, here is a snapshot of the high points related to our end-of-
year giving and our offerings for the first two weeks of January. Some of the figures currently 
marked “January 1” or “January 2-8” may move to the 2016 report when the financial report is 
completed and sent to church members. 

* 2016 Giving Outcome
October 1-December 31 budgeted needs: $325,000.00
October 1-December 31 gifts received: $326,943.87
World Missions Received for 2017: $102,031.87
Designated Offerings (submitted before January 1, even if counted after January 1):
* World Mission: $16,352.00
* Building Forward: $2,002.00
* Seattle: $1,992.00
* Ecuador (Morris): $1,295.00
* Benevolence: $2,300.00
* Ecuador (Walker): $100.00
* Ivy Memorial: $75.00

* January 1 Giving
General fund (budget): $51,032.57
World Missions: $823.00
World Missions 2017: $823.00
Building Forward Balance: $69,887.99
Seattle: $2,080.00
Ecuador (Morris): $1,025.00
Ecuador (Walker): $250.00
Ivy Memorial: $245.00
Direct Missions: $30.00

* January 2-8 Giving
General fund (budget): $33,875.48
World Missions: $3,062.50
World Missions 2017: $3,885.50
Building Forward Balance: $69,887.99
Seattle: $2,475.00
Ecuador (Morris): $625.00
Ecuador (Walker): $500.00
Direct Missions: $250.00
Ivy Memorial: $25.00

Upward Games Launch January 14 



More people attend games on Saturdays during Upward basketball than we can visit in homes in 
a year. It is an incredible opportunity to develop relationships where gospel conversations can 
take place. Many volunteers, both members of our church and members of other churches who 
have children in the program, make the league possible. However, we want to put more of our 
church family into the exciting process. We need volunteers to do simple things for brief periods 
of time while making much of the chance to talk with families visiting our church. Games are 
played January 14-February 25 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Volunteers are especially needed at the 
concession stand and with the late afternoon cleanup. For more information, contact the church 
office and tell us you want to help with Upward. 

Return to the Full Wednesday Night Program January 18 
MAX resumed at 4 p.m. in Building B this past Wednesday night! Registration is open for all 

children in 1st through 6th Grade who want to give MAXimum glory to God with their lives. 
You can register online at https://myfbc.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=87. 

GAK also resumed at 6:00 p.m. in Building A. They learned in Bible study this week that 
God will fight for them. Their Bible verse for the month is “The Lord is my Helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can man do to me.” 

There is a ministry for every age-group after the Wednesday night fellowship meal. Plan to 
find a place to plug in this week—nursery, preschool (Mission Friends), children (GAK), 
students, and adults. Since our choir and orchestra resume this week, we will all have a place to 
connect this Wednesday beginning with supper at 5 p.m. join us. 

Men's Retreat January 20-21 
No Men's Weekend would be complete without good food, good music, and good fun. Along 

with the study, "Wanting to Believe" by Ryan Dobson, we will have a time of worship; a time of 
testimony from our Interim Pastor, Jim Daniel; and a time of recreation. You can participate in 
disc golf, flag football, hiking, zip lining, paint ball, and basketball. Some of the activities 
require an additional fee. Breakfast and lunch on Saturday, along with other snacks and drinks 
throughout the weekend, are included in the cost.  

Plan to arrive at Sky Ranch in Quapaw, OK between 6:00-6:45 p.m. Friday evening. The first 
session will start at 7:00 p.m. Late arrivers may want to know that the Friday night activities will 
conclude at 11 p.m., and the Saturday morning schedule begins with breakfast from 7:00-7:30 
a.m., with a time of fellowship until 8 a.m., and the first group session the 8:30 a.m. Worship
time. We will conclude at 3:00 p.m Saturday. If you prefer to ride the bus to the retreat from the
church on Friday evening, please contact Jim Daniel by email at jim@fbccenterton.org, or by
phone at 479.795.2591.

The registration cost is $50. You may register online by Sunday, January 15 at the following 
link: https://myfbc.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=92. If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office at 479.795.2591. 

We Have Received a Thank You Message from …Taylor Baxley 
Thank you so much for supporting me on my trip to Cambodia and Thailand. I am very excited 
to see what the Lord will do! Please pray for my team and me. Also, pray for the people with 
whom we come in contact. 
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